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they have closed up 600 of the 800
rooms. It does not take too long to un-
derstand, with that kind of reduced
revenue, suddenly, the owners of those
hotels are not going to be able to pay
their mortgages, their taxes.

Look at the devastating effects upon
employment in the areas where they
have laid off so many workers because
they do not have the traffic to support
all of the employees, and you see how
that diminished economic activity rip-
ples through the economy and starts to
devastate not only a community but
devastates a State. And when you look
at the reduction in the sales tax in so
many of our States, and the crisis
State governments are now facing in
their budgets, indeed, you see that it
starts to economically devastate the
Nation.

Why am I saying all this? I am say-
ing it because we have something we
can do about it in this Chamber and in
the other Chamber at the other end of
the Capitol, because we have in front of
us a bill for establishing airline secu-
rity, with all of these items on which
we have generally gotten consensus
such as sky marshals, such as rein-
forced cockpit doors, such as hijack
training for airline employees. But we
come to this difference of opinion on
the screeners, the airport security per-
sonnel: Should they be privately con-
tracted or should they be federalized
law enforcement officers?

The reason I rise to make these re-
marks is because I just heard a riveting
story by Senator DEBBIE STABENOW of
Michigan. On a flight inbound to
Reagan National Airport last night, a
passenger, perhaps intoxicated, stood
up and started walking toward the
cockpit.

Now, mind you, the FAA has a regu-
lation that for the last 30 minutes of a
flight inbound into Reagan National
Airport every passenger must remain
seated. It is for the obvious reasons,
with Reagan National Airport being so
close to the centers of Government—10
seconds from the Pentagon, 20 seconds
from the White House, and 30 seconds
of a diverted flight path to the U.S.
Capitol—that this was one of the safety
precautions the FAA required on in-
bound and outbound aircraft at Reagan
National Airport.

As relayed by Senator STABENOW,
they were inbound, and suddenly this
rather large gentleman got up and
started walking toward the cockpit.
What she shared with us was, she was
so proud of the professionalism that
then occurred, with two sky marshals
sitting in first class who immediately
got up, without any fuss, and got this
passenger on to the floor. Apparently,
there was a third Federal law enforce-
ment officer on the plane as well, to-
ward the back of the plane. Everyone
was instructed to get their heads down,
that they were diverting immediately
to Dulles Airport.

The plane landed safely. All of the
law enforcement personnel came out to
the plane. It was handled very profes-
sionally. It was handled very safely.

I tell you this riveting story, just
told to me by Senator STABENOW, to
make the point that the American pub-
lic desperately wants to feel safe when
they get on an airplane. They want to
know that the most highly qualified,
highly trained personnel are the ones
who are not only on that aircraft, as
was just demonstrated by the sky mar-
shals’ professional behavior, but they
want to know that the most highly
trained, qualified law enforcement per-
sonnel are the ones who are doing law
enforcement checks of the hand-carried
baggage and the profiling to try to
avoid any kind of incidents in the fu-
ture that would jeopardize the safety of
the American flying public.

Now, it just seems to me that with so
much at stake, not only for the safety
of people in airplanes but for the eco-
nomic engine of this country, which is
being so devastatingly affected in
places such as my State and 30 other
States where travel and tourism are
one of the top three industries, it
would seem to me that we ought to be
able to have a meeting of the minds,
enact this legislation, and get it to the
President, who has said he will sign
what the Congress produces, and get on
about restoring the confidence of the
American public in the safety of flying.

Madam President, I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Connecticut is recognized.
f

AIRPORT SECURITY

Mr. DODD. Madam President, I com-
mend my colleague from Florida for a
very excellent statement regarding air-
port security. As many colleagues here,
over the weekend, I, too, traveled and
met with some airport administrators
and officials. Regardless of where you
are in the country, the message is the
same. These are people who don’t par-
ticularly wear any labels of Democrat
or Republican, Conservative or Liberal,
whatever those labels may mean to
some, but to most Americans out
there, the issue of being more secure on
something as fundamental as air travel
is basic.

They don’t understand why the Re-
publican House leadership has refused
to join the 100 Members of this body
and the overwhelming majority of peo-
ple involved in the airline industry in
getting federalization of these workers
and making airports as secure as pos-
sible.

I served in the Peace Corps in the Do-
minican Republic and many people
were going back home there on that
flight yesterday. One young man
served in the Navy, and he just re-
ceived his leave and was going back to
visit his parents from the Dominican
Republic. Another woman who escaped
the World Trade Center tragedy lost
her life on the flight yesterday.

Obviously, we don’t make any equa-
tion of terrorist acts to what happened
yesterday upon the preliminary infor-
mation. But it heightens the security
that people want to have in air travel.

We call, again today, on the Repub-
lican leadership in the House to change
their minds and adopt the bill em-
braced to this body 100–0 and offer the
public the security they deserve.

The Senator from Florida made an
excellent point.

f

THE ECONOMIC RECOVERY
PACKAGE

Mr. DODD. Madam President, I want
to take a minute and talk about the
matter before the Senate, which is the
economic recovery package, the stim-
ulus package. I say to my colleagues
here, and to others, that, again, this is
one where the President —I know he is
meeting with President Putin, and the
subject matter is obviously the war
against terrorism in central Asia. But
it is also going to be very important in
the prosecution of that war that we
convey to the American public our
deep concern about the present condi-
tion of our economy, and that there is
clearly a recession.

The unemployment numbers are get-
ting worse. Last month we had the
highest increase in unemployment in 20
years. There is every indication that
this economic downturn will be with us
for some time. We have seen a stag-
gering number of people lose their jobs,
particularly at the lower end of the
economic spectrum. I hope the Presi-
dent will be asking us to extend unem-
ployment benefits for these people who
have lost their jobs. First of all, it is a
wonderful way to provide some stimu-
lation because these are dollars that
must be spent. The people on unem-
ployment don’t have the luxury, hav-
ing lost their jobs, of opening up a sav-
ings account. They are trying to pro-
vide for their needs on a daily basis.
Those extended unemployment benefits
are dollars that end up in the market-
place. If demand is one of the issues
—and I believe it is, based on the
economists who have shared their
thoughts with us—then clearly those
who would receive these unemploy-
ment benefits are going to contribute
to stimulating the economy.

Providing health care benefits—
again, none of us subscribes to the no-
tion that people who are unemployed
or lose their jobs are anywhere near as
much a victim as those victims on Sep-
tember 11, at the World Trade Center,
or the Pentagon, or aboard that air-
plane in Pennsylvania. But they are all
victims.

We know that what happened on Sep-
tember 11 contributed to the economic
difficulties that existed on September
10. We know, for instance, that airline
travel is down some 20, 30 percent. We
know, as a result of that, the hotel in-
dustry and the restaurant industry—
which, by the way, are the largest em-
ployers in America; some 17 million
people work in the service industries
these are the ones who have been hit
immediately. And the people who set
tables, who wash dishes, wait on tables,
who clean hotel rooms, who work in
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